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that, as I have been told, some relation of my
mother took me away, but at whose expense, or by
whose direction, I know nothing at all of it.

The first account that I can recollect, or could
ever learn of myself, was that I had wandered a-
mong a crew of those people they call gipsies, or
Egyptians; but I believe it was but a little while
that I had been among them, for I had not had my
skin discoloured, as they do to all children they
carry about with them, nor can I tell how I came
among them, or how I got from them.

It was at Colchester in Essex, that those people
left me; and I have a notion in my head, that I left
them there, (that is, that I hid myself and would
not go any further with them,) but I am not able to
be particular in that account; only this I remember,
that being taken up by some of the parish officers
of Colchester, I gave an account, that I came into
the town with the gipsies, but that I would not go
any further with them, and that so they had left
me, but whither they were gone that I kneAv not;
for though they sent round the country to inquire
after them, it seems, they could not be found.

I was now in a way to be provided for; for though
I was not a parish charge upon this or that part
of the town by law, yet as.my case came to be
known, and that I was too young to do any work,
being not above three years old, compassion moved
the magistrates of the town to take care of me, and
I became one of their own as much as if I had been
born in the place.

In the provision they made for me, it was my
good hap to be put to nurse, as they call it, to a
woman who was indeed poor, but had been in better
circumstances, and who got a little livelihood by
taking such as I was supposed to be; and keeping
them with all necessaries, till they were at a certain
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